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Grand Marshal – Capt. Chad Vincelette, Naval Air Station Oceana  

Capt. Chad P. Vincelette is a native of Virginia Beach. He graduated from the University 

of Virginia in 1993 having earned a bachelor of science degree in aerospace engineering and 

was commissioned through the Navy Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) program. He earned 

his designation as a naval aviator in June 1996. 

His operational assignments include the “Diamondbacks” of Fighter Squadron (VF) 102; a 

temporary assignment to the “Black Knights” of VF-154, where he deployed for the 

commencement of Operation Iraqi Freedom, flying as a forward air controller (airborne); and 

two tours with the “Swordsmen” of Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 32, serving as a department 

head and subsequently executive officer and commanding officer. 

His shore assignments include instructor duty at Strike Fighter Weapons School Atlantic 

(SFWSL) after attending the U.S. Navy Fighter Weapons School (TOPGUN); flag aide to the 

commander of U.S. Fleet Forces; action officer at NATO headquarters, Supreme Allied 

Commander, Transformation (SACT); power projection branch head in the assessments division 

on the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations (OPNAV) staff; and aviation requirements officer 

at U.S. Fleet Forces Command. 

Capt. Vincelette has accumulated more than 3,000 flight hours and 600 carrier arrested 

landings. His personal awards include two Legion of Merit Medals, the Defense Meritorious 

Service Medal, two Meritorious Service Medals, an Individual Air Medal with Combat “V”, six 

Strike Flight Air Medals, a Joint Commendation Medal, two Navy Commendation Medals, as well 

as various service and campaign medals. 

Mayor and First Lady – Bob and Phoebe Braswell, Sentara and Back Bay House and Lawn  

Bob Braswell has lived in Pungo for the past 62 years and attended Kellam High School 

and Pungo University. After spending time in the Navy, he has been a self-employed 

businessman and the owner and operator of Back Bay House and Lawn for 21 years. 



Mr. Braswell is involved in several community organizations, including serving as past 

president of the Creeds T-Ball Association, past master of the Royal Arch Chapter of the Princess 

Anne Masonic Lodge and the Khedive Shriners. He has been involved in the Pungo Strawberry 

Festival for the past 36 years, spending his first year making crab cakes for Frank Craft and Clark 

Whitehurst. His passion is for music and he has played professionally in different bands for 25 

years, leading him to serve as entertainment chairman for the festival for the past 34 years. 

 Phoebe Braswell was born and raised in Virginia Beach and has lived in Pungo for 42 

years. She graduated from Kellam High School and has been married to her wonderful husband, 

Bob Braswell, for 51 years. They have three children, Brian, Todd and Kristy, and eight 

grandchildren, who all live here.  

 Mrs. Braswell works in medical billing for Sentara, a field she has worked in for the past 

13 years. She has been a member of the Zulekia Court No. 35 of the Ladies’ Oriental Shrine of 

North America for 32 years and has helped with festival entertainment with her husband 

behind-the-scenes for 35 years. She has attended all 35 Pungo Strawberry Festivals. Her hobbies 

include camping and enjoying time with family. 

Honorary Witch of Pungo – Judy Mahoney Pace, Saving Kids Dreams Foundation and 

Delta Waterfowl  

Whether supporting small local fundraisers or organizing large-scale volunteer efforts, 

Judy Mahoney Pace is always working to give someone something. Soliciting swag for the 

creative and whimsical gift baskets she makes and donates to event auctions, taking homemade 

meals to her friends and neighbors when they are down, and hand making decorations for 

church and community functions are only a few of the ways she gives back. 

In 2016 when Hurricane Matthew’s floodwaters devastated large sections of her old 

neighborhood, Windsor Woods, Mrs. Mahoney Pace rallied. Knowing that flooded appliances 

and gutted kitchens meant families couldn’t cook at home, she wanted to lighten their financial 

and emotional burdens. Organizing a troop of volunteers, she and her team drummed up 

donated meals and supplies from local restaurants to serve hot meals to affected residents. 

Every day for weeks they set up shop in the streets, offering food and company to anyone who 

needed it.   

Nothing makes Mrs. Mahoney Pace happier than being active in her community, and she 

loves doing things for her “village.” She serves as executive vice president of the Saving Kids 

Dreams Foundation and is instrumental in helping orchestrate their enormously successful 

annual Youth Unplugged event. She also sits on the Back Bay Chapter Committee of Delta 

Waterfowl and is a cornerstone of their fundraising activities.   

A Virginia Beach native, Mrs. Mahoney Pace was raised in the Windsor Woods section of 

the city and graduated from Green Run High school. She and her husband, Jef, a Virginia Beach 

firefighter, have two children, Jamie and Johnny, and live in their beloved Pungo, along with a 

menagerie of dogs, cats and chickens. 


